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1.0 Configuration of SNMP on VMware ESX 3.5 Server 

The SNMP provides a simple way how to monitor an ESX 3.5 server. To start monitor ESX host you need 

to enable the SNMP at first. It can be done by following steps: 

1.1 Log into ESX server 

 

1.2 Edit Snmpd.conf 

 

The Snmpd.conf file you can edit via default text editor nano. 

 



The attribute rocommunity allows you to set up your community string for your environment. 

Default value is public. The nano text editor you can quit by Ctrl+X. You will be asked if you 

would like to save. Type in y for yes and hit enter. 

 

1.3 Enabled SNMP to start automatically after a reboot 

 

1.4 Enabled SNMP through the ESX firewall 

 

1.5 Start the SNMP service 

 

1.6 Test SNMP polling on VMware ESX 3.5 host 

 

 

At this point the SNMP is enabled on your ESX 3.5 host and ready for monitoring by SolarWinds 

Orion NPM! 

If you need information regarding the ESX MIBs, you can find it in the VI3 Admin Guide: 

 http://vmware.com/pdf/vi3_35/esx_3/r35/vi3_35_25_admin_guide.pdf 



2.0 Configuration of SNMP on VMware ESX 4.0 Server 

The VMware ESX 4.0 server uses its own daemon vmware-hostd as the SNMP provider instead of 

system default SNMP daemon snmpd. This document describes a procedure to configure the VMware 

SNMP daemon and the system default SNMP daemon so that they both can provide SNMP data on one 

port. 

2.1 Log into ESX server 

 

2.2 Edit Snmpd.xml 

 

The Snmpd.xml file you can edit via default text editor nano. 

 



The nano text editor you can quit by Ctrl+X. You will be asked if you would like to save. Type in y 

for yes and hit enter. 

2.3 Stop the SNMP service if it is already running 

 

2.4 Edit Snmpd.conf 

Add following two lines at the end of the /etc/snmp/snmp.conf 

view systemview included .1.3.6.1.4.1.6876 

proxy –v 1 -c public 127.0.0.1:171  .1.3.6.1.4.1.6876 

 

The Snmpd.conf file you can edit via default text editor nano. 

 

The nano text editor you can quit by Ctrl+X. You will be asked if you would like to save. Type in y 

for yes and hit enter. 



2.5 Restart the mgmt-vmware service 

 

2.6 Start the SNMP service 

 

2.7 Enable SNMP to start automatically after a reboot 

 

2.8 Enable SNMP through ESX firewall 

 

2.9 Test SNMP polling on VMware ESX 4.0 host 

 



 

 

        The VMware ESX 4.0 node is ready for monitoring by SolarWinds Orion NPM. 

 

 

NOTE: VMware ESXi edition supports SNMP when licensed to a commercial version or evaluation mode. 

The free version of VMware ESXi does not support SNMP. See section 3.0 for SNMP configuration on 

ESXi host. 

The SolarWinds Orion NPM 10.0 supports monitoring of VMware ESXi through a web service (VMware 

SDK API) so when you use the credentials for your ESXi server version 3.5 or 4.0 you are able to monitor 

it. 



3.0 Configuration of SNMP on VMware ESXi 4.0 Server 

The VMware ESXi 4.0 server uses its own daemon hostd as the SNMP provider instead of typical 

Unix/Linux SNMP daemon snmpd. This document describes a procedure to configure the VMware SNMP 

daemon. 

3.1 Log into ESXi server 

 

- Press Alt+F1 for log in screen 

 

- Type unsupported 

- Type password for user account root 

 

  



 

3.2 Edit Snmp.xml 

 

The Snmp.xml file you can edit via default text editor vi. 

 

Press I to start edit file. 

 

Press Esc to finish edit file. Type :wq to save changes and quit vi editor. 



 

3.3 Restart system services on ESXi host 

 

3.4 Test SNMP polling on VMware ESXi 4.0 host 

 

 You can use snmpwalk command on Unix/Linux platform (sample for Ubuntu Linux). 

 

         

 

 

 



The VMware ESXi 4.0 node is ready for monitoring by SolarWinds Orion NPM. 

 

 

NOTE: VMware ESXi 4.0 edition supports SNMP when licensed to a commercial version or evaluation 

mode. The free version of VMware ESXi does not support SNMP. If you are using free version of ESXi 

and want to try evaluation mode to see how the SNMP works on ESXi follow section 4.0. 

VMware ESXi 3.5 supports SNMP when licensed to a VI Foundation, VI Standard or VI Enterprise edition. 

The SolarWinds Orion NPM 10.0 supports monitoring of VMware ESXi through a web service (VMware 

SDK API) so when you use the credentials for your ESXi server version 3.5 or 4.0 you are able to monitor 

it. 

 

 



 

4.0 How to enable Evaluation mode on VMware ESXi 4.0 Server 

Following instructions shows how to enable evaluation mode on VMware ESXi 4.0 host if you are using 

free version and you want to try to test the SNMP functionality before move to a commercial version. 

4.1 Log into ESXi server 

 

- Press Alt+F1 for log in screen 

 

- Type unsupported 

- Type password for user account root 

 

  



 

4.2 Check current license of ESXi host 

 

4.3 Enable evaluation mode 

 

4.4 Check eval license of ESXi host: Type command vim-cmd vimsvc/license  --show | more 

 

4.5 Reboot ESXi host to apply changes 

 


